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histories of colonialism and colonial violence are intimately entangled with the 
history of leisure travel” (Stein 2016, 545). The guided tours through the camps 
of Guantánamo are, so to speak, also one of the many expressions of the 
ongoing colonial and racial violence perpetrated by the US government.

As Amy Kaplan writes, “Guantánamo Bay had been a strategic colonial site 
since the arrival of the Spanish in the fifteenth century” (Kaplan 2005, 834); 
the US occupation and lease of this region goes back to the Cuban war of 
independence against Spanish rule in 1895. In 1898, the US decided to aid 
Cuba in its efforts to fight the Spanish. However, following a three-month 
war that ended in a Cuban victory, the US refused to accept Cuban independ-
ence, and instead occupied the island for almost three years. The US with-
drew its troops from the island only after signing the Platt Amendment in 1901, 
which granted the US the right to undertake military intervention in Cuba, as 
well as to take control of the Cuban economy, and “guaranteed the lease or 
purchase of coaling and naval stations, a provision that would lead to leasing 
Guantánamo Bay in 1903” (Kaplan 2005, 835). Though the Platt Amendment was 
subsequently canceled in 1934, the US lease of Guantánamo Bay was extended 
indefinitely, until both countries could reach a bilateral agreement to cancel 
it. The contemporary detention facility at the Guantánamo Bay Naval Station 
continues this colonial and imperial history, as well as prolonging the various 
uses which the US has made of the territory over the years. Of particular note 
is the historical role played by Guantánamo at the end of the 20th century, 
when Haitian and Cuban refugees were prevented from entering the US, 
and ended up being “quarantined” at the Naval Base. In 1991, following the 
military coup d’état in Haiti, the US initiated “Operation GTMO” / “Operation 
Safe Harbor,” and built a tent city at the Guantánamo Bay Naval Base which 
was able to house around 10,000 Haitians who were waiting under uncertain 
circumstances for transfer to the US. Subsequently, between 1994 and 1996, 
when around 50,000 Haitian and Cuban citizens were seeking political and 
economic asylum in the US, the US government initiated “Operation Sea 
Signal” at Guantánamo. 

A trenchant example of how the guided tours constitute a prolongation of 
the colonial and racial violence perpetrated by the US government at this site 
can be found in early 2002, when the main and only detention infrastructure 
was the “provisional” Camp X-Ray. In 2002, the organized group tours were 
associated not only with the experience of tourism – as the citation from 
Karen J. Greenberg’s The Least Worst Place in the introduction to this chapter 
suggests – but also, in the words of Major Tim Nichols, with visits to a “petting 
zoo” (Greenberg 2009, 91), a phrase which expresses the racializing and spe-
ciating function of these tours, while also echoing the association of its infra-
structure with “dog cells” (Greenberg 2009, 18). During the first 100 days after 
the official opening of the detention facility, the tours were largely improvised, 
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