Invisibilizing Faces

histories of colonialism and colonial violence are intimately entangled with the
history of leisure travel” (Stein 2016, 545). The guided tours through the camps
of Guantanamo are, so to speak, also one of the many expressions of the
ongoing colonial and racial violence perpetrated by the US government.

As Amy Kaplan writes, “Guantdanamo Bay had been a strategic colonial site
since the arrival of the Spanish in the fifteenth century” (Kaplan 2005, 834);
the US occupation and lease of this region goes back to the Cuban war of
independence against Spanish rule in 1895. In 1898, the US decided to aid
Cuba in its efforts to fight the Spanish. However, following a three-month

war that ended in a Cuban victory, the US refused to accept Cuban independ-
ence, and instead occupied the island for almost three years. The US with-
drew its troops from the island only after signing the Platt Amendment in 1901,
which granted the US the right to undertake military intervention in Cuba, as
well as to take control of the Cuban economy, and “guaranteed the lease or
purchase of coaling and naval stations, a provision that would lead to leasing
Guantanamo Bay in 1903" (Kaplan 2005, 835). Though the Platt Amendment was
subsequently canceled in 1934, the US lease of Guantdnamo Bay was extended
indefinitely, until both countries could reach a bilateral agreement to cancel
it. The contemporary detention facility at the Guantdanamo Bay Naval Station
continues this colonial and imperial history, as well as prolonging the various
uses which the US has made of the territory over the years. Of particular note
is the historical role played by Guantdanamo at the end of the 20th century,
when Haitian and Cuban refugees were prevented from entering the US,

and ended up being “quarantined” at the Naval Base. In 1991, following the
military coup d’état in Haiti, the US initiated “Operation GTMO" / “Operation
Safe Harbor,” and built a tent city at the Guantdnamo Bay Naval Base which
was able to house around 10,000 Haitians who were waiting under uncertain
circumstances for transfer to the US. Subsequently, between 1994 and 1996,
when around 50,000 Haitian and Cuban citizens were seeking political and
economic asylum in the US, the US government initiated “Operation Sea
Signal” at Guantanamo.

A trenchant example of how the guided tours constitute a prolongation of
the colonial and racial violence perpetrated by the US government at this site
can be found in early 2002, when the main and only detention infrastructure
was the “provisional” Camp X-Ray. In 2002, the organized group tours were
associated not only with the experience of tourism - as the citation from
Karen ). Greenberg's The Least Worst Place in the introduction to this chapter
suggests - but also, in the words of Major Tim Nichols, with visits to a “petting
z00" (Greenberg 2009, 91), a phrase which expresses the racializing and spe-
ciating function of these tours, while also echoing the association of its infra-
structure with “dog cells” (Greenberg 2009, 18). During the first 100 days after
the official opening of the detention facility, the tours were largely improvised,

97















Invisibilizing Faces

>)LJ ,,@ 'HEL &RUQZDOO V SRUWUDLW RI WKH *HUPDQ 7XUNLVK FLWL]JHQ O

DFFRPSDQLHG E\ WKH IROORZLQJ FDSWLRQ OXUDW 7XUNLVK 5HIXJHH &R

S5HIXJHH KRXVLQJ %UHPHQ *HUPDQ\ +HOG \HDUV PRQWKYV GD\V 5H
&KDUJHV QHYHU 40HG k '"HEL &RUQZDOO

DQG DQRQ\PRXV 8]EHN DQG &KLQHVH 8\JKXUV GHSLFW WKH P
VSDFHV DQG DUH DOO WDNHQ IURP EHKLQG VKRZLQJ RQO\ \
..f.SD %HDULQJ LQ PLQG WKH SUHYLRXVO\ DQDO\]JHG UHVW
OHGLD 3ROLF\ GRFXPHQW WKH DHVWKHWLFV RI WKHVH LPDJ
WKH JURXQG UXOHV IRU PHGLD YLVLWRUV WR *XDQWEQDPR

LW LV IRUELGGHQ WR VKRZ WKH GHWDLQHHV IDFHV 7KLV U}
&RUQZDOO RQ KHU KRPHSDJH ZKHUH VKH SURYLGHV WKH IR
WKH SKRWRJUDSKV FRQVWLWXWIi@Z QZKH¢ «%iH MG H MY FZRE _

%H\RQG *LWPR R+HUV DQ XQSUHFHGHQWHG YLHZ RI ,f PHC
WHUURULVWY DW WKH 86 1DYDO 6WDWLRQ LQ &XED DIWH
FOHDUHG DQG IUHHG WR QLQH FRXQWULHV IURP $OEDQ
>*XDQWEQDPR V@ LQPDWHY DUH UHYLOHG DV WKH ZRUVW
ZHUH LQQRFHQWY NLGQDSSHG DQG VROG WR $PHULFDQ IF
PHQ KHOG IRU \HDUV DW *XDQWEQDPR ZLWKRXW FKDUJH R
UHOHDVHG KRPH RU GLVSODFHG WR IRUHLJQ FRXQWULHYV
WRXUZXWWLOLWDU\ SURKLELWY SKRWR'UDSKLQ' IDFHV DV
%H\RQG *LWPR UHSOLFDWHYV WKLV QR IDFHV UXOH LQ WK





